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Abstract

The issue of corrupt practices or malfeasance has prevailed for a long time in nearly everywhere.
The problem occurs both in the public and private sectors.

In the government sector, the issue has appeared in the central as well as the regional levels,
and also in the local level especially within the Local Administrative Organizations (LAOs). Often, there
are news reports on malfeasance of different kinds by the personnel of LAOs. For example, dishonest
procurement, dishonest hiring and transferring of personnel. There are also abuses of the use of power
among authorities of the LAOs.

Corrupt practices existing in Thai society, both at the national and local levels, derive from
many factors: from the implementation that leaves a number of loopholes; from the weak law
enforcement; from the inefficient management; from the out-dated monitoring system that is left behind
by the changes in the social conditions and human behavior; and from the lack of morality and ethics of
those who aim only for self and group interests, neglecting local, social and national interests.

In preventing and suppressing corruption scandals taking place in LAOs, it is vital to have
cooperation from all concerned. They include those working in the LAOs, must uphold ethical value.
They must not seek self-interest through becoming officials of the LAOs, Moreover, they must uphold
laws and order while carrying out their works. Above all, they must aim primarily to work for the benefits
of their locality, and for the development of their locality and the quality of life of the local people.
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